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From the Minister ... 
 
I love this time of the year, the leaves are falling from the 
trees and creating a carpet of orange and yellow, the 
weather is getting cooler, the smell of bonfires lingers in the 
air and in recent years everything seems to have been given 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴ ǎǇƛŎŜ ŦƭŀǾƻǳǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ όȅƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƳƛƴŜΧύ  
Just recently, my family and I returned from a fantastic week away down in 
North Cornwall. Looking at the dramatic coastline and thinking about the 
impending autumnal season, gave me the opportunity to just stand back and 
ŀŘƳƛǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪΦ  
Many people over the years have expressed the feeling of having met God 
through and in the beauty of his creation and I think that this is definitely the 
case. Just taking the dog out each morning helps me to re-focus my mind on 
what an amazing gift our world is, the beauty of the sun-rise and set, the 
tapestry of the fallen leaves on the ground, the river running through our nature 
reserve, the hills and the sky. We are so blessed. But with blessings come 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΧ  
Whilst we were away, it was so lovely to see Isla soaking in her surroundings. 
She was able to run around on sandy beaches, in and out of the sea. She built 
sandcastles and ate far too much Mango Sorbet. It is this kind of holiday I, and 
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ, remember so vividly from my childhood, just simple 
fun times with family. Sadly though, our world is not the place it once was. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎΦ ²Ŝ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ǘǘŜƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ 
highlighted just what catastrophic damage single use plastics were doing to our 
planet and those creatures God has placed in our care. Our world and all the 
creatures and beauty that exist have been given to us from God, we are his 
people and he calls us to look after this gift he has given us. We might 
sometimes think we are only a small part of it, and what can we really do to 
make a difference. But as the bible reminds us, from small seeds come mighty 
plants.  
I for one, want to do my part in protecting this world and ensuring that my 
Grandchildren and their children can still enjoy holidays like the one Isla enjoyed 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
have a collective vision to make any kind of an impact. It starts with simple 
ǎǘŜǇǎΧ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ǘƘrow away and the  
things that could be recycled or reused. Maybe, we could choose to start 
composting rather than throwing away. Instead of buying bottled water we  
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could take our own water bottle and refill it instead. If you already do these 
thiƴƎǎΣ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΗ .ǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ 
and as a church community. If you have any ideas please do share them with 
me!  
We have been entrusted by God to look after his creation, let us commit to 
trying to take the small steps we can in order to carry out this work on his 
behalf!  
I wish you a brilliant October.  
Every blessing, Josh.  
 
 

Creationtide 
The heatwave this summer was a powerful reminder that our planet is not 
disposable! The evidence that carbon dioxide is heating the planet is seen in 
melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels and extreme weather. In the church 
September and early October is designated Creationtide, a time to reflect on 
God as Creator and Sustainer of all life. God loves the world όΨŎƻǎƳƻǎΩύ ǎo much 
όWƻƘƴ оΥмсύΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΦ 5ƻ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
world, in our care for it? 
Despite the environmental crisis, God has not given up on His world. We live in a 
broken world where our present experience is marked by suffering: ΨCƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ (Romans 8:20). With us, the creation 
groans in pain: Ψ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊƻŀƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘōƛǊǘƘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ (22). However, these are not 
groans of despair, as God promises the hope of a new heaven and earth for all 
creation: ΨǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ōƻƴŘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦΩ (v 21). At the end of 
time, God will not simply start again, but renew the created order according to 
His glorious eternal purpose. 
What does this say to us? We cannot simply write off this world, but work with 
God for that day of transformation. We demonstrate the importance of this 

world to God by our lifestyle, by living 
simply and generously and not harming 
the environment by the wrong use of 
resources. What practical steps can we 
employ? 
hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ Ψǘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
safeguard the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of the eŀǊǘƘΦΩ 
(Five Marks of Mission). 
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A message from Julie ... 
 
Holiday at Home 2018 - three days of fun, friendship and faith 
 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀǘ IƻƳŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ L 
remember thinking about budgets and timetables while tƘŜ Ψ.Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŜŀǎǘΩ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛŎŜ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊǎŦƛŜƭŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻ 
now, and it is with great pleasure (and relief!) that I can now tell you all about 
the three day holiday event that was so well supported by this church. 
Organising Holiday at Home is bit like organising your own summer holiday. You 
have to look at affordability, convenient dates, entertainment, activities, meals, 
transport, and of course who will be coming on holiday with you. Affordability 
was quickly sorted out with the good news of a Community Grant from our local 
councillor James Abdey. I had an early booking with Esme for the holiday dates, 
so that too could be crossed off my list.  The entertainment also had to be 
booked early, as diaries quickly become full, so Trevor Burch (Piano for 
Pleasure), and the Petersfield Ukulele Band were confirmed in March. Ryan 
Watts from Petersfield Museum was very pleased to be invited as a guest 
speaker to talk about local artist Flora Twort. 
Food is such an important part of any holiday, so John, Di and I sat down in April 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƳŜƴǳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  WƻƘƴΩǎ 
famous chicken pie was a must for the Monday, and Di may have regretted 
suggesting lemon posset for dessert, as she found herself making huge 
quantities of this very delicious sweet treat on the Sunday before Holiday at 
IƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ  bŀƴΩǎ ōǳǘǘŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘōǊŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƳŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ 
decided on fish and chips for the Tuesday because almost everyone loves it, it 
gave the kitchen team a little respite, and it is a British holiday staple. We knew 
that a big roast dinner, preceded by sherry or a non-alcoholic alternative would 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ {ǳŜΣ wƻō ŀƴŘ 
Gwen led by John and Di were so professional, and really did a brilliant job.   
Most of the other requirements were agreed thanks to the brilliant team of 
Holiday at Home helpers. As this was our third year the activity leaders were 
able to slip into their previous roles. Keith- official photographer and 
watercolour artist, Mary- crafts woman, Janet and Catherine -art and craft aides, 
Doreen and Julie West- masseuse and manicurist, Tony L, the unsung hero of 
ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀƭƭ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ Σ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŜ {ƭŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Σ{ƘŜŜǘ who 
came for one day to give a welcome hand.. It was lovely to welcome new 
helpers to the team, Peter was in charge of board games, Val was jig-saw chief 
ŀƴŘ ΨǎƛƎƴŜǊ ƛƴƴŜǊΩΣ aŀƴŘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎΣ  
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and Kitty and Tony P were kept busy making sure everyone was happy and 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΦ aƻΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ  
she and Mary had quite a gathering round their table, where the most beautiful 
intricate greetings cards were produced.    
Another very welcome addition to the team was our minister Josh who led 
morning devotions. As half of those attending were not church goers it was 
important for our Christian message to be accessible and meaningful to 
everyone.  Actions speak volumes and I am confident that the Holiday at Home 
team really demonstrated what it means to be loving Christians in a loving 
church.  
The Holiday at Home helpers are great holiday companions - full of ideas and 
enthusiasm, and we enjoy spending time together as a group of friends. And of 
course our essential holiday companions are our VIP guests. This year we 
welcomed back some guests who have come to Holiday at Home before, but we 
ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜǊǎΩΦ  L ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
wanted to join us; some old friendships were renewed, and many new 
friendships were made during those three days.    
We go on holiday for many different reasons- to relax our bodies and minds, to 
do something we enjoy, to try something new, to create memories.  I hope that 
Holiday at Home enabled our guests to achieve all those aims. I know for sure 
that I have gained so much from the experience. I have really loved getting to 
know people better by sharing days with them, I learned so much and I certainly 
have some wonderful memories. Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
those three joyful August days. 
L ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀ ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀǘ IƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ƻƴ 
Wednesday 24th October at 12 midday. Please let me know if you are able to 
attend so I can make sure there is enough to eat.   
 
In His and your service  Julie Pejnovic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our guests ...     ... and the team 
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There were plenty of activities ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art ...        ... and craft 
 

 
Scrabble ...     ... and colouring 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some were pampered with 
 a manicure ...     ... and others had a chat or read  
         newspapers and magazines 
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The catering team ... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
.... provided delicious meals and refreshments 

 
 

 
 

There was a visit from Teddy the petting dog ... and the Ukulele Band 
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A message from Emsworth ... 
 
Therefore God exalted Him to the highest 
place and gave Him the name that is above 
every name that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow Philippians 2: 9 
 
One of the joys of being retired is that I can 
set a daily pattern that is not dependant on 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ŦǘŜǊ Ƴȅ άtǊŀȅŜǊ ²ŀƭƪέ ǿƛǘƘ 
Penny, I settle down with a mug of coffee to 
ά9ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ά²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅέΦ !ǎ L ǇƭŀŎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƳǳƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
other day I noticed the cork backed coaster I was putting it on. In Capitals was 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά!ƭŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ - ά{ƳŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǳǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΗέ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
me that all her friends thought I should be called Lawrence ( a man from 
somewhere in Italy with Laurel or Bay Trees) I was so glad my parents called me 
Alan. 
!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ōƻȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Lǎ [ƛŀƳ όDŜǊƳŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 
IŜƭƳŜǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ hƭƛǾƛŀ όtŜŀŎŜ - Olive branch). I was surprised to 
find how many names for boys in the top ten were of Biblical origin; Noah (2), 
Elijah (3), James (6), Ethan (8) and Jacob (10). The tenth most popular girls name 
was Isabel (devoted to God) but this was derived from Spanish. No other girls 
names in the top ten have any particular Biblical meaning. 
Our surnames also have meanings. If the letters s, o, n, appear that usually 
ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎƻƴ ƻŦέ Φ {ƻ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎέ ŀƴŘ bŜƭǎƻƴ όƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
ƘŜǊƻŜǎύ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ bŜƛƭέΦ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƳŜŀns, as the name suggests someone 
who thatches roofs, and Fletcher means the person who fixes the feathers to 
arrows. I was intrigued by the meaning of Kellogg; killer of hogs ( part of the 
.ǳǘŎƘŜǊ ŦǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅύΦ WƻƴŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ²ŜƭǎƘ ƴŀƳŜ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜύ and means 
son of John. I expect if my Dental Practice had been in the Rhondda Valley I 
would have been known as Jones the tooth! Better than being known as Vlad 
the impaler or Ethelred the unready. 
Names are very important. In the Book of Exodus, Moses saƛŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ά{ǳǇǇƻǎŜ L 
go to the Israelites and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Iƛǎ bŀƳŜΚ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ L ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΚέ 
God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
άL !a Ƙŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉƻǎǘ  
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script in the NIV Bible suggests that a more accurate translation of the Hebrew  
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ L ²L[[ .9 ²I!¢ L ²L[[ .9Φ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άL ŀƳέ ǾŜǊȅ 
meaningfully in the seven άL ŀƳέ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΦ 
Jesus and His disciples were travelling from Bethsaida to the villages around 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way Jesus asks His disciples "Who do people say I 
ŀƳΚέ 
¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά{ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΤ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ Elijah; and still others say 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ 
ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚέ IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άǿƘƻ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ L ŀƳΚέ 
tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 
The very name Jesus means Saviour and is found in the Old Testament as 
Joshua. Great Kings and Conquerors would give themselves such splendid titles: 
Alexander The Great, 
Herod The Great, Suleiman The Magnificent. What should our attitude be? It 
could not be clearer- our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Names are important but more important by far is who and what we are and 
what we do and what we say. We have been taught that Jesus is the Son of God 
and even as His name suggests, is our Saviour. We have probably known that 
from the really earliest of ages BUT until we know that to be true in our own 
lives and not just the lives of others, it does not mean very much. Please make it 
mean something! 
 
Love, Alan  Jones 
 
 

Remembrance Sunday 2018 Thank you for the 

responses so far. I would like more names to be read out 
at the Service and really persons with any connection to 
 the Church, maybe  through grandchildren or great 
grandchildren, would be greatly appreciated. 
Alan 
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Hampshire & the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust Ride and Stride 
 
On Saturday the 8th September four church 
members got on their bicycles to visit as many 
Hampshire Churches as possible in 8 hours. 
Doreen Lewis headed South (see Doreen's 
report below), Robin Hart West, whilst Robin Ive 
and Eric Skipper travelled together North. 
As the seniors by age, Eric and Robin Ive were 
less ambitious, but by 10.00 am had already 

signed in at St Mary's, Sheet, before travelling on to a further 13 churches until 
finally receiving a great reception at our own URC in Petersfield. 
The weather stayed fair, the many ups were equivalent to the downs, and we 
met many hospitable Welcomers on our 20 plus 
miles of cycling. 
At three of the churches we met a small youth 
group from St.Laurence's R.C. church, and at 
Hawkley almost became involved with a 
fashionable wedding and left the village to the 
sound of wedding bells. 
This photo was taken outside St Peter's Church, 
West Liss and include another of our 
companions from Petersfield. 
Robin Hart will be able to tell us more about the 
results of our fund raising efforts in due course. 
Eric Skipper 

 

 
Ride And Stride 2018 by Doreen Lewis. 
  

South was the preferred route this year, revisiting some of my old favourites  
and discovering new (to me) churches. 
Stroud, Steep, Sheet, Petersfield, Buriton and lunch stop at St Hubert's at 
Idsworth, to recharge and soak up the stunning views. Onto Rowlands Castle, 
Havant and Bedhampton.  Then into new territory via Portsdown Hill, up and 
over into Purbrook, Waterlooville and Cowplain. Hard going but well worth it, 
some beautiful churches with fascinating histories, the Welcomers proud to 
impart their knowledge of their individual buildings. 
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On arrival at St. John the Baptist, Purbrook, we were serenaded  by the 
unmistakable  sounds of a ukulele, from strummer and Welcomer Alfie, who 
also leads a weekly beginners ukulele class. His oldest student from within the 
congregation is 93yrs young! Much to my delight, Alfie gave me a starter lesson, 
after admitting to my own ukulele (Christmas pressie 2yrs ago) has remained 
unopened, gathering dust. So, my apologies to my neighbours, I've got the bug!  
Whilst there, Alfie, a very proud dad, mentioned his son is studying for his 
theology degree in Swansea, adding, much to his surprise and amazement at his 
son's Calling. Not only was his son a Police Officer but also the Welsh Caged 
Fighting Champion! 
Another interesting church was the Christ Church, Portsdown. On arrival, there 
was a buzz of excitement, as the Welcomer explained, they were preparing for 
the  induction of their new Minister, after an 18 month wait, seating to include 
60 priests for the ceremony!   This modern rebuild church boasts, as the focal 
figure, The Crucifixion. Commissioned by the son of a previous vicar, for the 
original design, documented as "A very stark reminder, yet in Christ's face the 
shout of victory over death."  I felt it quite shocking and haunting. 
All in all, a great day, 21 churches in 30+ miles. 
Promisingly, all the churches reported an increase in riders and striders this 
year. 
Thank you so much to all my generous sponsors, couldn't (or wouldn't)  do it 
without you!                 
  
With love, Doreen xxx 
 
 
 
 

 
From the editors ... 
At the time of writing, it's a lovely warm, sunny day halfway through September 
and it seems strange to consider the imminent arrival of autumn.  Nevertheless, 
here is the October issue and we hope you enjoy it.  Once again, a big thank you 
to all our contributors to this issue.  You will have noticed that there are no 
Secretary's Snippets this month - see Carol's message on page 13.  A number of 
our congregation have been (and are still going) through difficult times so let us 
continue to support them with our love and prayers.   
Keith and Mary 
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The Book of Joshua 
 
The Book of Joshua is a great and exciting account of the Children of Israel 
entering the Promised land that God had promised Abraham (see Genesis 12 
verse 7 about C2250 BC and  Deuteronomy 7 verses 1 to 6. This happened about 
C1400 BC.) The Canaanites were very evil and God gave them plenty of time to 
amend their ways, but they failed to do this. 
¢ƘŜ !ƳŀǊƴŀ ¢ŀōƭŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ муулΩǎ ōȅ ŀƴ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ǇŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ 
and the Tablets came from the Kings in Canaan written to Pharaoh, pleading for 
him to come and help them get rid of the Israelites who were taking over their 
land. Pharaoh had withdrawn from Canaan the same year, and it was quite 
understandable for him not to commit his forces again, remembering that 40 
years before, the Army of Egypt had been eliminated in the waters of the Red 
sea. He realized that God was with Israel and was not prepared to fight them. 
About 150 to 200 Amarna tablets were destroyed due to not being packed 
carefully enough, very strange!   Especially as they are very valuable to the Arabs 
who could get a lot of money for them. 
Well over 300 tablets from Anarna were available and 95 went to the British 
Museum. The King of Jericho did not write a letter to Pharaoh as the city was 
impregnable, with high walls and the town was shut so nobody went in or out. 
However it is mentioned in the Amana Tablets after the destruction of Jericho. 
Major C R Condor translated the Amarna tablets just 5 years after the discovery 
during 1893, as he was well qualified to do so, He spoke the  Syrian dialect for 
seven years which related to the language of the tablets. It is interesting that 
the section of wall was discovered in the 20th century where Rahab lived with 
her family otherwise she would have perished. Rahab married a Hebrew man 
named Salmon, and through their descendants came the Messiah.  
The Critics do not like the book of Joshua and do anything to alter the evidence. 
They say that the book is a myth produced a thousand years later in the 
Babylonian era.  
They have said that Israel has no right to the land. In 1948 Israel was given the 
land that God had given them many years before, so they had been allowed to 
have a modern State of Israel. 
If you would like to learn more about the book of Joshua, please borrow the 
ōƻƻƪ ōȅ 5Ǌ .ƛƭƭ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ƛƴ wƻōƛƴ LǾŜΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ 
 
Robin Ive 
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Petersfield Rotas September 2018  
 

 

A message from Carol ... 
To my lovely Church Family. This summer has been an emotional rollercoaster 
with Andy's and my Mums who have both had ill health of one sort or another. 
Just when we thought they were both settled in care homes Andy had his heart 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ {ƴƛǇǇŜǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
understand. Thank you to everyone for the amazing support we have felt 
through your prayers and messages. Andy is making excellent progress and will 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΦ !ƴŘȅϥǎ aǳƳ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ aȅ 
Mum is being extremely well cared for but we take each day as they come. God 
ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ Carol  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday October 7 October 14 October 21 October 28 

Stewards  Maureen Gilbert & 
Doreen Lewis (am) 
Peter Crane (pm)  

Janet Clemmy 
&   David 
Darling 

 Mandy Martin 
& Kitty 

Rohrbach   

Sylvia Bressey 
& Gwen 
Peake 

Welcomer John Sollis Jackie Sollis Grace Fountain Val Hart 

Elder  Joy Hanna (am)  
Tony Phillips  (pm) 

Rosemary 
Ward 

Carolyn Barton Peter Jolly 

Communion 
Servers 

Tony Phillips  Carolyn Barton 
& Anita Cooper 

 

AV David Darling Keith Evans  John Lewis Carolyn 
Barton 

Flowers   Tony Phillips  
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Petersfield Church Calendar ς October 2018 
 

Monday 1 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 2 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
7.30 pm Elders' Meeting CFC 

Saturday 6 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 7 11 am The Minister  
Baptism of Albert James Phipps 

6.30 pm The Minister  (Holy Communion) 

Monday         8 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 9 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday  10 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group Cremorne Place 

Thursday 11 8 pm Home Fellowship Group   9 Bowen Lane 
8 pm Home Fellowship Group   12 Geddes Way 

Friday 12 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace  CFC 

Sunday 14 11 am The Minister 

Monday 15 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 
8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday  16 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Friday 19 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday 21 11 am The Minister  (Holy Communion) 

Tuesday 23 2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Wednesday  24 12 noon Holiday at Home volunteers thank 
you lunch 

 

7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group Cremorne Place 

Thursday 25 8 pm Home Fellowship Group   9 Bowen Lane 
8 pm Home Fellowship Group   12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 28 11 am Brian Blogg & team  

7.30 pm Walk the Talk  

Monday 29 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday  30 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
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Liss Church Calendar ς October 2018   
 

Monday 1 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 2 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 3 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 6 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 7 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 8 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 9 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 10 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 13 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 14 9.30 am Morning Worship The Minister 

Monday 15 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 16 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 17 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 21 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 22 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Wednesday 24 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 28 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 29 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 30 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 31 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 
Christian Aid appeal for Kerala flood victims 
Christian Aid has launched an emergency appeal for those 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜǊŀƭŀΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŦƭƻƻŘǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
responded with life-saving assistance for around 20,000 

people who have lost their homes. 
The appeal will help the charity target some of the southern Indian statŜΩǎ 
poorest and most vulnerable villages. Households will receive assistance with 
safe drinking water, sanitation supplies, hygiene essentials such as soap, and 
shelter materials including tarpaulin, rope and blankets. 
The shocking devastation has forced hundreds of thousands to flee their homes. 
!ǎ wŀƳ YƛǎƘŀƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
seen and been hearing here is on a scale not seen for a hundred years. Christian 
!ƛŘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ŏlean water, shelter and 
emergency food supplies and more important livelihood support for people who 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ !ƛŘΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ YŜǊŀƭŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƪƛŎƪ-started with a £77,000 grant 
from the UK government-backed Start Fund, which releases money quickly after 
disasters.  
 
 

Ψ.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 
huge challenges, but life for a leprosy-
affected woman in a poor nation is shockingly 
ǘƻǳƎƘΩ  
Leprosy Mission staff have extended their outreach work in a bid to get women 
to seek early diagnosis and treatment for the ancient disease before they 
develop terrible disabilities, including blindness.   The renewed effort to reach 
marginalised women in ultra-poor communities across Asia and Africa follows 
the publication of new research by The Leprosy Mission England and Wales 
highlighting the reasons why less women are diagnosed with leprosy than men 
each year. There is no medical evidence to suggest that men are more 
susceptible to the mildly-infectious and completely curable disease.  
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Latest data from the World Health Organisation reveals that just 39% of those 
diagnosed and treated with leprosy globally in 2016 (84,202 out of a total of 
214,783 cases) were women. This means a greater number of women are risking 
developing devastating irreversible disabilities, including blindness, as a result of 
leprosy-caused nerve damage.   Devastatingly marriage is the only economic 
security many women in countries where leprosy continues to thrive have, 
uplifting their social status. They are often left ashamed and destitute when 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ DŜŜǘŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
Like many Indian women, Geeta, her husband and their two-year-old daughter 
lived with her mother-in-law. But aŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅΣ DŜŜǘŀΩǎ 
mother-in-law pleaded with her son to divorce Geeta because the shame of 
having leprosy was so great in their village.  The community believed Geeta was 
cursed and she was ridiculed. Her husband bowed down to pressure and left 
Geeta and their daughter destitute with 
no way of surviving. 
Thankfully Leprosy Mission staff found 
Geeta when she was at her lowest ebb 
and she was offered tailoring training so 
that she could support herself and her 
daughter. 
         Photo: Ruth Towell Photography 
 

Sian Arulanantham, Head of Programmes at The Leprosy Mission England and 
²ŀƭŜǎΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅΣ DŜŜǘŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ 
often.  {ƛŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜs 
but life for leprosy-affected woman in a poor nation is shockingly tough. 
If a girl is found to have leprosy before marriage then her life chances are very 
limited. She would need to marry a boy from a leprosy-affected family as 
opposed to somebody she might choose. And tragically this is often the case if 
her parents or grandparents had leprosy. She remains unable to escape its 
clutches.  Our community awareness programmes now have a high emphasis on 
targeting women and children so that they know the early signs and symptoms 
of leprosy and, crucially, their right to health.  We also examine the family 
members of those diagnosed with leprosy so we can early diagnose women and 
girls left at home who are less likely to come forward for treatment.  The 
Leprosy Mission also advocates to overturn outdated laws in a bid to protect 
women. For example, in India leprosy remains legally a cause for divorce, absurd 
for a mildly-ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦέ 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ to start thinking of shoeboxes and what to fill it 
with. For the last few years Petersfield and Liss United 
Reformed Church joined together with other churches and 
groups around the world, providing shoeboxes, filled with 
gifts, for children in need. You have revealed the love of Christ in action, by 
touching the lives of many around the world by your gifts.  
 
.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƴƛǇǇŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
Child- 
ΨThe mission of Operation Christmas Child is to show God's love in a tangible 
way to needy children around the world, and together with the local church 
worldwide, to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Since 1990, more than 157 
million children in over 160 countries have experienced God's love through the 
power of siƳǇƭŜ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘΦΩ 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘ ƻŦ Wǳǎǘice and Mercy and He asks His children 
to be children of Justice and Mercy. What better way to do that, by taking care 
of those who are unable to take care of themselves, by blessing them with a 
simple gift that means a lot when they receive it. God often says in the Old 
Testament that He is a Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows and He 
takes care of the foreigner. Jesus said in the Gospels when he washed the feet 
of His disciples, that as He has served, so should we. Filling a shoebox with little 
gifts is one way that we can serve others. 
 
Would you consider filling a shoebox for a child in need? Leaflets for the 
shoeboxes will be available from mid-September. Shoeboxes will also be 
available if you do not have one to fill. The deadline to drop off your shoebox is 
Sunday, 4th November 
2018. If you need more 
information regarding the 
shoeboxes, please speak 
to me or contact the 
Church office.  
Thank you, Esmé Kelly. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Psalm 121 ς the God who knows and cares 
A man asked a friend about the two greatest problems in the world. The friend 
responded, ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΗΩ Ψ¸ƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōƻǘƘΗΩ the man 
replied. 
Psalm 121 presents a God who both knows and cares about our problems. As 
the first Song of Ascent (Psalms 120-134), it was used by pilgrims going to the 
great festivals in Jerusalem. Just as this road was full of dangers, this psalm 
speaks to our problems and set-backs, whether illness, family or work issues, or 
fear. 
Where do we look for help? ΨL ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΧaȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ aŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘΦΩ (1,2). The hills speak of a Creator 
God, who is bigger than our troubles, for whom nothing is beyond His reach. 
What is His care like? 
It is constant: ΨIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ǎƭƛǇ ς He who watches over you will not 
ǎƭǳƳōŜǊΩ (3). God is never off duty in His care, as we are constantly His concern. 
It is close: Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ς the Lord is your shade at your right 
ƘŀƴŘΩ (5). God is not watching us ΨŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ as the songs says! His care 
operates at close quarters, to take the heat out of situations, or when 
circumstances are dark and uncertain. 
It is continuing: ΨǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊƳƻǊŜΦΩ όуύΦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳgh life and eternity. We 
are not immune from difficulties, but in the bigger picture, God will use these in 
His eternal purpose for our lives. The psalm is fulfilled in Jesus, who has secured 
eternal life for us. 
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ Iƛǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ ΨǿƘȅ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
L Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊǊȅΚΩ 
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Why Christians are like pumpkins 
A woman had recently become a Christian and been baptised.  Curious, one of 
her colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian. 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  Then she 
ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ΨƧŀŎƪ-ƻΩ-ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴΩ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŘŜǎƪ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳǊǘŜŘΥ Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴΦΩ 
IŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ŜƭƭΣ DƻŘ ŦƛƴŘǎ 
you and picks you up from the patch and brings you in and washes off all the dirt 
on the outside that you got from being around all the other pumpkins. 

ά¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ Ŏǳǘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ 
the yucky stuff out from inside you. He removes 
all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  Then 
He gives you a new smiling face and puts His light 
inside of you, to shine for all to see. 
ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻǘ ƻƴ 
the vine, or come inside and be something new 
and bright. We can each of us smile today, and 
ǎƘƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΗΩ 
 

 
 

Books of the Bible  
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the 
word of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  

This month we are focusing on  ...  Lamentations 
 
¶ What type of book is it?  Poetry 

¶ Who wrote it?  Jeremiah 

¶ When was it written?  about 586BC  
 
Also known as the book of tears, Lamentations is a funeral song for the fallen 
city of Jerusalem written by Jeremiah (see last month's Book of the Bible).   
Jeremiah had prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem in his book of prophecy 
which happened in 586 BC.  This book is an outpouring of his grief for the 
destroyed city and for the Jewish nation that was in exile.  There is also an 
explanation of God's anger at the sins of his people which caused Him to fulfil 
His promise to destroy the city, followed by Jeremiah proclaiming his hope in 
God's continuing faithfulness, and finishes with a call to God to restore His 
people to Him. 
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For our younger readers ...  
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