
 

 

  
 
 

THE MAGAZINE OF PETERSFIELD AND LISS  
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 

 
 

 

September 
2018   

No 672 
 

 



Page 2 
 

From the Minister ... 
 
Since arriving here and starting my ministry in Petersfield and 
Liss, it has been a real joy to really be able to sink my teeth 
ƛƴǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
of the message sent to this early church community. Whilst 
training for the ministry, we seldom get the opportunity to preach week by 
week and so you tend to find yourself dipping into a bit of Matthew here, some 
Corinthians there and then some Isaiah for good balance! Our Bible contains so 
ƳǳŎƘ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
than this letter to the church community in Ephesus. It is amazing to think that 
the struggles and hang-ups they had are still ones we encounter daily in our lives 
as Christians today. We forget that Christ should be at the centre of everything 
ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ us 
the opportunity to recommit ourselves to be a Christ-centred community, 
focused on loving one another and reaching out into our community and our 
world to help others encounter this love given so freely by Jesus Christ that we 
are called to emulate.  
Matthew 28:19-20 reminds us that this reaching out into the world is what we 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΥ άTherefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely, I am with you ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ 
LΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦w/Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ψ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ ς Living the Life of Jesus TƻŘŀȅΩΦ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Way aims to explore what it means to follow actively, learn from and eventually 
ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǎ ŀ church 
make disciples and how we ourselves can become more like Christ in our daily 
living.  
! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ΨIƻƭȅ IŀōƛǘǎΩ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ 
which he focuses on 10 different areas of Christian discipleship  (see also article 
on page 28).  From January, one Sunday a month (the 2nd Sunday) we will be 
taking one of these areas and focusing on it during our Sunday morning service. 
L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǘ ōǳǘ L 
hope and pray it will be a fruitful opportunity for us as a church community.  
 
Every blessing, Josh.  
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Psalm 8 ς and the wonders of Creation  
 
In this harvest season, the created universe can inspire our worship, as it did for 
David: Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳŀƧŜǎǘƛŎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΗΩ (Psalm 
8:1). 
 
What did David see? Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ (3). David 
was moved to worship as he meditated on the night sky and saw the moon and 
stars pointing to their Maker. His words point to the work of a great artist, 
whose art reflects the character of the artist Himself. How vast is the universe in 
which we live! It speaks of a creation shot through with meaning and purpose, 
demonstrating the tremendous wisdom and power of God. As creation speaks 
of the greatness of God, it demands our allegiance and loyalty to Him in all 
aspects of our lives. 
 
What did David feel? ΨǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
human beings that you care for ǘƘŜƳΚΩ όпύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǾŀǎǘƴŜǎǎΣ 
we can feel a little insignificant! Why do human beings exist on this tiny planet 
in such a vast universe? However, David goes on to answer his own question: 
Ψ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜls and crowned them 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊΦΩ (5). Human beings have a unique relationship to God, 
because we are created in His image. We are the means by which the invisible 
God is made visible to His creation. We are called to be partners with God in 
doing His work in the world, to care for the earth rather than exploiting it. It is a 
precious resource, along with the creatures it contains! 
 
Ψ¢ƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀƭƛǾŜΩ (Irenaeus of Lyons). 
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June 30 - The Ordination and Induction of our new 
minister, Revd Josh Thomas 
 
On one of the many sunny weekends that we were blessed 
with this summer, we had the much anticipated Ordination and 
Induction of our new Minister.  The church was beautifully 
decorated with bunting outside, and fabulous flower arrangements inside.  As 
well as our own congregation, a large number of visitors were welcomed, 
including family and friends of Josh and Hannah.   Clergy from the denomination 
and the local area took part in the service as well as the Mayor of Petersfield.  
The church was almost full and some chose to watch the service on the video 
link to the CFC.  The service was conducted by the Moderator of the Wessex 
Synod, Revd Clare Downing, and the sermon was given by Revd Dr Catherine 
Ball, the minister of the church where Josh spent the last year of his training.   
Representatives of the local churches and community welcomed Josh to the 
pastorate.  The service was a time of celebration and great blessing.  Following 
the service, a sumptuous tea was laid on in the CFC and many people enjoyed 
sitting in the church garden, which was also looking at its best.  A big thank you 
is due to the many people who contributed in so many ways to making this day 
special. The pictures below give a flavour of this special occasion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The outside decorated with bunting  
  The updated board    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Ball, Clare Downing and  
Mary Thomas (Interim moderator)   Flowers in the foyer 
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Clare and Josh 
 
 
Josh is welcomed (right) by (top-bottom) 
Dom Clarke (Bordon), Helen Mason (Life 
Church), Linda Read (Salvation Army) and 
our own Carol Tubbs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The singing group sang beautifully 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representatives of the denomination and the local church prayed for Josh 
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After the service time to relax and enjoy a scrumptious tea while speaking to 
friends old and new 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Hampshire & the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust Ride and Stride 
 
The sponsored Annual Bike Ride in aid of 
historic churches takes place throughout the 
whole country on Saturday 8th September, 
organised by each County Trust. It is the 
principal source of funding for the Trust.  The 
event includes those disabled participants using 
motorised scooters as well as those who cycle, 
walk, run, use the bus or horse ride to visit as 
many participating churches as possible in the day. Please take part in helping 
raise the funds. This is just one of many special efforts, which can help maintain 
our building and others.   Robin Hart 
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Hello everyone, 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ 
behind with preparations! At some point today I must pack but first things first!  
What a joy it has been over the last month to have Josh as oǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
you will all agree that the ordination service and the following time of fellowship 
was extremely special. Again, my heartfelt thanks to everybody for everything 
you did to make the day so splendid. 
Josh has been working very hard already (so much for a gentle beginning to 
ministry) and his free time is very precious, so please respect his day off which is 
Friday.  
Harvest will be upon us before we know where we are. The Petersfield service is 
on September 23rd. Again, our contributions will go to 2 Saints in Portsmouth. 
Kate Gladders will join us for the service and she is returning a few weeks later 
to talk to our Junior Church about the work that 2 Saints does. Dried and tinned 
foods are always welcome but Kate will take fresh produce which will be cooked 
in their kitchens. It has been decided to have Harvest Supper on Saturday 
September 22nd at 7.00pm. It will be a simple meal of jacket potatoes and 
fillings. There will be a list to sign up if you are able to join in the fellowship of 
that evening.  
This is the pattern of worship that will continue certainly until the end of the 
year. 

Sunday of 
month 

Liss  
9.30 am 

Petersfield  
11 am 

Petersfield  
6.30 pm 

1  All Age worship (5 times a year) 
The Minister (the remaining 7 times a 
year) 

The Minister  
(Communion 
Service) 

2 The 
Minister 

The Minister  

3  The Minister (Communion Service)  

4 Service Home Grown service  
5  The Minister or other preacher  
By the time you read this August will be over and so will the Ukraine Mission for 
this year ς ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΗΗΗ 
Dates for your diaries for Petersfield and Liss 

¶ 22nd September, 7.00pm ς Harvest Supper in the CFC 

¶ 23rd September, 11.00am ς Harvest Festival at Petersfield 
God bless you all. Carol (Tubbs)  
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A message from Julie ... 
 
As I write this, Holiday at Home is just over a week away and I am 
busy sorting out the last few details. By the time this edition of 
the Messenger is published it will all be over for another year, and hopefully it 
will have been a happy and successful event. Find out next month! 
 
All the usual events will be starting again in September, including Tea on the 
Terrace and Friday Fellowship. There is a change to the afternoon bible study 
which was previously on a Wednesday afternoon; we have decided to move to 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, so we will next meet on Tuesday 11th 
September, 2.00-3.30 pm in the CFC.  Please join us if you would like to. 
 
Whether we want to admit it or not, we are all aging a little more every day.  
There is absolutely nothing we can do about it, so perhaps the best thing to do is 
accept it and make the most of it.  A recent article in the Times (July 7th 2018) 
was an encouraging read; it described early findings of recent neuroscience 
research which indicates that getting older may have advantages.  Study after 
study is coming to the same conclusion that happiness rises with age. One study 
found that life satisfaction was highest in 82-85 year olds!  It is probably not 
surprising to many of us that a study found that older people are better at 
ŎƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΤ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ  ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ōǊŀƛƴǎ Ƴŀȅ 
actually  protect them from unpleasant memories and feelings, so that fear and 
ǳƴƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘΦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
can lead to happier and longer lives. In a world where we are faced with bad 
news almost every time we watch the news or read the newspaper, that seems 
to me to be a very good thing.   I was also interested to learn that our brains can 
create new pathways, in other words they can rewire and adapt, in response to 
lifestyle, learning and injury. There is evidence too that new brain cells are 
produced well into our later years, so those theories that cognitive decline is 
inevitable with age are misleading. We can continue to learn, problem solve and 
think creatively whatever our age, which is very encouraging.  
 
Try these brain teasers, the answers are at the end of the article.  
 
1. You're in a dark room with a candle, a wood stove, and a gas lamp. You only 
have one match, so what do you light first? 
 
2. A man wanted to encrypt his password but he needed to do it in a way so that 
he could remember it. He had to use 7 characters consisting of letters and  
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numbers only (no symbols like ! or <). In order to remember it, he wrote down 
"You force heaven to be empty." What was his password ? 
 
3. Tom asked his Granny how old she was. Rather than giving him a straight 
answer, she replied:  "I have 6 children, and there are 4 years between each one 
and the next. I had my first child (your Uncle Peter) when I was 19. Now the 
youngest one (your Auntie Jane) is 19 herself. That's all I'm telling you!"  
How old is Tom's Granny? 
 
{ƻ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƻƴΚ [ƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ!  
 
It is good to spend time with people who have a positive attitude to life; it is 
encouraging and life affirming.  It is not easy to be optimistic if you are a natural 
pessimist but I think that as Christians our faith should give us joy and peace of 
mind.    
 
Charles Spurgeon explains this much better than I ever could. He wrote about 
Mark 4:39,  And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
Ψbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǉǳƛŜǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƘǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƭǳƳōŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇΣ 
dead, mysterious calm transformed the lake into a molten looking glass. When 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎǘƛƭƭǎ ǿƛƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǾŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎŀƭƳΦέ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
caƭƳέΚ Lǘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
were no further possibilities of fear. Your troubles have so completely gone that 
you can scarcely recollect them. There is no one but the Lord himself who can 
speak so to prƻŘǳŎŜ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎŀƭƳΦέ  
 
In His and your service  Julie Pejnovic 
 
 
 
 
Answers to brain teasers  
1. The match 
2. Try to pronounce the sentence like these characters: u472bmt. 
3. Tom's Granny is 58 years old. Let's see why:  
First child born: Granny is 19,  Second child born: Granny is 23 (19 + 4) 
Third child born: Granny is 27 (23 + 4),  Fourth child born: Granny is 31 (27 + 4) 
Fifth child born: Granny is 35 (31 + 4),  Sixth child born: Granny is 39 (35 + 4) 
Sixth child is 19: Granny is 58 (39 + 19) 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%204.39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%204.39
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A message from Emsworth ... 
 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. John 10 verse 10 
 
Two of my grandchildren; Charlie aged twelve and Evie aged ten, came to stay 
with Cora and I at the start of the summer holidays. They came with all the 
άƳǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜέ ǇŀǊŀǇƘŜǊƴŀƭƛŀ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
keep in touch with their parents. They also brought the board games of 
άaƻƴƻǇƻƭȅέΣ ά¢ǊƛǾƛŀƭ tǳǊǎǳƛǘέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ DŀƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέΦ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ 
DŀƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέΦ 9ŀŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅer chose a plastic coloured convertible car to progress 
around what at first sight seemed a very convoluted but colourful board. 
According to your gender, you placed a pink or blue coloured peg in a hole 
behind the bonnet of the car. Rather than throw dice you spun the grandly 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ά²ƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέΦ 
The children persuaded me that the best way to learn the game was to just play 
it! There must be a Message even in that statement!  You could start out 
immediately on the road of life, appropriately coloured yellow, as a tradesman 
ƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻǇǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜέ 
was best. No hard graft in studying or taking exams, just a spin of the wheel! At 
the end of my time in college I had to choose what I wanted to be from taking 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘǿƻ ά/ŀǊŜŜǊ /ŀǊŘǎέΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǾŜǘ ƻǊ ŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘΗ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
vet. 
¸ƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ άŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ L 
picked up a card that informed me that I had been sacked for taking my cat to 
work! As I was supposedly a vet, I did not think this would matter but my 
ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘΣ ƛǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘΗ άIŀǾŜ L ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƴƻǿέ L 
ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ άhƘ ƴƻ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŎŀǊŘέ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L 
was now a doctor with an even greater salary!! 
We all then eventually came to a red coloured square which we had to stop at 
where we were married. This was not optional but you did not have to pay for 
the wedding. A different coloured peg now sat next to you in the plastic car. 
I then optŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ άhƘ GrandadΣέ 
9ǾƛŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŀōƛŜǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǘƘΗέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ 
very well learning the game as you went along and I could see the final square 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDŀƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέ ǿŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀ aƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜΩǎ aŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ 
ǎƻ L ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άƘƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜΚέ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛƭƭȅ Grandad, it is the one with the most 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΗΗέ {ŀŘƭȅ ŦƻǊ some that is indeed what real 
life is all about. 
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Is life a game? For some I am sure it is. In this board game there was no pain, no 
άƘŀǊŘ ƎǊŀŦǘέΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǎ 
possible and if this could be at the expense of the other players then so much 
the better. 
 Lƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ мл ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊǎŜ млΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭέΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΚ 
Every single one of us is born with a άDƻŘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƘƻƭŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
try to fill this hole with work, pleasure or, more like, a mixture of the two. But 
this shape is of very particular dimensions and can only be filled with the life 
that God wants us to choose; the life offered by His Son Jesus. 
tŀǳƭΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊΦ άCƻǊ 
DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[Ŝǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣέ ƳŀŘŜ Iƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ h¦w 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ 
of Christ. 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ όL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ōƛǘΗύ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǎŜŜƴ ƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭΦέ 
[ƛŦŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭȅ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ !ǎƪ 
Him! 
 
Love, Alan  Jones 
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We are like the Thai boys trapped in the cave  
 
The dramatic rescue of the boys trapped deep inside a cave in Thailand has been 
an inspiration around the world. That all of them could be brought out alive 
seemed almost beyond belief, yet because of the bravery, skill and ingenuity of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǊǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ hƴŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ 
it certainly is a remarkable illustration of the salvation that Jesus offers us. 
The boys were trapped deep underground in the darkness of a flooded cave for 
nine days, with no way of escape and no hope of saving themselves. They were 
lost and cut off from the outside world, separated from their families and 
friends. What a picture of the condition we find ourselves in when we are 
separated from God because of our sin. 
Help for the boys came in the form of experienced divers and skilled cave rescue 
teams, not just from within Thailand, but from all around the world. These brave 
people left what they were doing to save the boys, exposing themselves to 
danger and harm, and risking their lives to rescue the boys. Indeed, one Thai 
navy diver lost his life in the process. They entered the dark world of the cave 
system to search for the boys and bring them back home. It reminds us that 
Christ left the glory of heaven and entered the darkness of our world in order to 
rescue us from our spiritual plight. He took on human form and became one of 
us so that He might save us ς and of course, it cost Him His life. 
What was most striking was that, having found the boys, the rescuers then had 
to carefully escort each one through the floodwaters of the cave system. One 
diver went in front, and another came behind, while the boys had to trust 
completely in their rescuers during the arduous exit from the caves. Only in this 
way could they be saved. It reminds us again of the way in which Jesus, in 
bringing many sons to glory (to use a phrase from Hebrews 2:10) gently and 
carefully leads each one of us from the dark place of life without God into the 
light of His presence. He asks us to trust Him as He leads the way, and to belief 
that He is able to save us completely, and for all time. 
The book of Hebrews uses an unusual title for Jesus. Lǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ IƛƳ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƛƻƴŜŜǊΩ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ όнΥмлύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǇƛƻƴŜŜǊΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΣ 
making a way possible where there was no way before. It suggests an 
adventurer, one is brave and bold and willing to risk everything to save others. 
In a very real sense the people who rescued the boys were pioneers, because 
such a rescue had never been attempted before. It was daring, dramatic and 
heroic. So too was the rescue mission of Jesus that brought Him into our world 
and took Him to the darkness of the cross at Calvary. It is what pioneers do; lay 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 
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Alphabet for a Disciple 
 

Timothy Dudley Smith, the well known hymn 
writer, is now in his 92nd year, and during the 
hours of a sleepless night, he wrote the 
following: 

 
A, how AMAZING, the grace God has given, 
B is for BIBLE, the handbook of heaven. 
C for CHRIST Jesus, his CROSS and his CROWN,  
D for DEVOTION the floods cannot drown. 
E is ETERNITY, world without end, 
F for the FATHER, creator and FRIEND. 
G for GOD'S GLORY, the Ancient of Days, 
H for our HOMAGE in HYMNS to His praise. 
I, INCARNATION, a baby so small, 
J is for JESUS who died for us all. 
K for His KINGDOM, the KING of all kings, 
L for the LIGHT and the LIFE that He brings. 
M for the MAGI with MYRRH and with gold, 
N, the NATIVITY prophets foretold. 
O for OBEDIENCE, proof of our love, 
P is for PENTECOST, POWER from above. 
Q for QUEEN ESTHER who prayed for her own, 
R for REDEMPTION by Jesus alone. 
S for our SAVIOUR, who rose from the grave, 
T for our TRUST in Him, mighty to save. 
U his UNIQUENESS, the Christ we proclaim, 
V for the VICTORIES won by His name. 
W, WORSHIP Him now glorified, 
X, Y, and Z are for you to provide! 

 
Supplied by June Ive and reproduced by kind permission of Timothy Dudley 
Smith. 
 

 

Geoff Hanna and Fred Westall 
It is with great sadness that we report the recent deaths of Geoff Hanna and 
Fred Westall.  Our thoughts and prayers are with both their families at this 

difficult time. 
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Remembrance Day Sunday 11th. November 
2018  
 
One Hundred years ago there were in the region of 
thirty-eight million casualties in what was described 
as the war to end all wars. A special Service of 
Remembrance organised by Petersfield Area 
Churches Together will occur in the town on Sunday 
11th November. There will, however still be a Service 

of Remembrance at this Church.  
                                                                
 L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎΩ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀǘ .ǳǎƘ Iƛƭƭ tŀǊƪ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Church that we always had a parade service on that day. In the Church was a 
Roll of Honour that named all those connected with the Church who had lost 
their lives in that war and the second World War. Very powerfully for me, these 
names were read out by the Minister. Sadly there have been many wars since 
those awful two World Wars and we now remember all those who have 
suffered, both in the military and civilians as a result of all armed conflict. 
 
For our Service in this Church this year, I particularly wanted to remember those 
who suffered in the First World War who were connected with this Church. Who 
worshipped here in the self-same pews, who sang the same well loved hymns 
and soaked these same walls with their prayers. 
 
To this end I would be grateful for any information; names, photographs even 
medals that I can use for this Service.  
 
Alan Jones 

 
 
 

Connie's Handicraft Group 
As well as making items for the Ukraine Mission Fund table, some of our ladies 
knit or crochet knee blankets which are given to 
patients in Cedar Ward at Petersfield Hospital.  Do 
you have any double knitting yarn which could be 
used for these, please?  People have helped us in 
this way in the past, for which we are very grateful, 
but now our stocks are running low.  Thank you.  
Janet Adams 
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Petersfield Rotas September 2018  
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday September 2 September 
9 

September 
16 

September 
23 

September 
30 

Stewards  Maureen Gilbert 
& Doreen Lewis 

(am) 
Robin  ive (pm)  

Janet 
Clemmy &   

David 
Darling 

 Mandy 
Martin & 

Kitty 
Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen 
Peake 

Ron Wing & 
volunteer 
needed 

Welcomer Robin Hart Eric Skipper Graham 
Fountain 

Catherine 
Adams 

Janet 
Adams 

Elder  Alan Jones (am)  
Wendy Cassar  

(pm) 

Carol Tubbs Carol Tubbs Anita 
Cooper 

Peter Jolly 

Communion 
Servers 

Wendy Cassar  Carol Tubbs  
& Catherine 

Adams 

  

AV David Darling John Lewis  Keith Evans Carolyn 
Barton 

John Lewis 

Flowers   Janet & Jim 
Cleverly 

Harvest Janet & 
Catherine 

Adams 
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Petersfield Church Calendar ς September 2018 
 

Saturday 1 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 2 11 am All Age Family Worship - Transition Sunday 
6.30 pm The Minister  (Holy Communion) 

Monday 3 8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 4 7.30 pm Elders' Meeting CFC 

Saturday 8 10 am - 
6 pm 

HIHCT Ride & Stride event (see page 6) 

Sunday 9 11 am To be advised 

Monday         10 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 11 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday  12 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group Cremorne Place 

Thursday 13 8 pm Home Fellowship Group   9 Bowen Lane 
8 pm Home Fellowship Group   12 Geddes Way 

Friday 14 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace  CFC 

Sunday 16 11 am Brian Blogg &The Minister  (Holy Communion) 

Monday 17 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 
8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday  18 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Friday 21 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Saturday 22 7 pm Harvest Supper CFC 

Sunday 23 11 am Alan Jones & team - Harvest Festival 
7.30 pm Walk the Talk (see page 15) 

Monday         24 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 25 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm  Bible Study Group CFC 

7.30 pm Church Meeting CFC 

Wednesday  26 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group Cremorne Place 

Thursday 27 8 pm Home Fellowship Group   9 Bowen Lane 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group   12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 30 11 am The Minister (to be confirmed) 
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Liss Church Calendar ς September 2018   
 

Saturday 1 8 am Menunited Men's 
Breakfast 

Hurst Barn 

Sunday 2 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 3 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Wednesday 5 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 9 9.30 am Morning Worship Ron Wing 

Monday 10 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 11 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 12 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 15 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 16 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 17 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 18 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 19 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 23 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 24 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 25 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 26 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 30 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Page 20 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛǘ 
with. For the last few years Petersfield and Liss United 
Reformed Church joined together with other churches and 
groups around the world, providing shoeboxes, filled with 
gifts, for children in need. You have revealed the love of Christ in action, by 
touching the lives of many around the world by your gifts.  
.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƴƛǇǇŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ tǳǊǎŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
Child- 
ΨThe mission of Operation Christmas Child is to show God's love in a tangible 
way to needy children around the world, and together with the local church 
worldwide, to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Since 1990, more than 157 
million children in over 160 countries have experienced God's love through the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘΦΩ 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŀǎƪǎ Iƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
to be children of Justice and Mercy. What better way to do that, by taking care 
of those who are unable to take care of themselves, by blessing them with a 
simple gift that means a lot when they receive it. God often says in the Old 
Testament that He is a Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows and He 
takes care of the foreigner. Jesus said in the Gospels when he washed the feet 
of His disciples, that as He has served, so should we. Filling a shoebox with little 
gifts is one way that we can serve others. 
 
Would you consider filling a shoebox for a child in need? Leaflets for the 
shoeboxes will be available from mid-September. Shoeboxes will also be 
available if you do not have one to fill. The deadline to drop off your shoebox is 
Sunday, 4th November 2018. If you need more information regarding the 
shoeboxes, please speak to me or contact the Church office.  
Thank you, Esmé Kelly. 
 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Thanks for the memory 
What a wonderful summer this has been so far this year. I was looking across to 
the Isle of Wight from the mainland the other day and was pleased to be able to 
make out the monument on the top of Culver Cliff just above Whitecliff Bay. A 
whole host of very happy memories came to mind as I remembered the times I 
ŎŀƳǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ нƴŘΦ 9ƴŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅǎΩ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇƻǘΦ !ǎ ŀ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅǎΩ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀ 
nine inch black and white television with an enlarger over the screen but to be 
honest my brother and I very rarely watched it as there was always something 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅǎΩ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ǘŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ 
the morning throughout the year. Monday evening was Drill night and quite 
contrary to popular belief this was a very well liked activity. Tuesday was Band 
night where I was taught how to play a Brass instrument. I am still playing over 
sixty years later in The Liss Band. Wednesday was First Aid which stimulated my 
desire to become a dentist. Thursday was Gymnastics, Friday youth club where I 
met my late wife and Saturday of course was cricket or football. I was taught 
how to sail and for a number of years took parties of boys on the Norfolk Broads 
each Easter time to teach them to sail too. I am so grateful for all the really 
dedicated men and women who by example led me to accept Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour and Lord. It is not what we say but what we do that has the most lasting 
impact. 
Alan Jones 
 

This article was published in the Faith Comment column of the Petersfield Post on 25 July 2018 
 

 

A simple Sunday morning prayer 
Lord, our very being here today is a prayer. 
.ȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ [ƻǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ 
saving us from our sins. 
.ȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ [ƻǊŘΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ 
blessings you shower on our lives. 
.ȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ¦ǎŜ ǳǎΣ [ƻǊŘΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ 
your service, and to live for your glory. 
By being here we say ΨIŜƭǇ ǳǎΣ [ƻǊŘΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
temptations are in need of your grace. 
.ȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǎΣ [ƻǊŘΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ 
all we say and do. 
Our being here today is a prayer Lord, whether spoken or not. Hear us we ask, in 
WŜǎǳǎΩ bŀƳŜΦ !ƳŜƴ 
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Why did Saul become Paul?   
 
In Acts chapter 13 verse 6, Saul and Barnabas came to Paphos in Cyprus, and 
there met the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, who became a Christian.  
From that time on, Saul became Paul.  How did that come about?  Sergius 
Paulus was Proconsul of the Island being a representative of the Emperor 
Claudius.  He may have adopted Saul as a son who became Paul.  This would 
have allowed Paul to have many advantages. 
Adoption was an important part of Roman life, and would have given  Paul 
protection in law.  He also would have had a right of inheritance and any debts 
he may have had would have been the responsibility of Sergius Paulus. 
When Paul appealed to Caesar to prevent him from going to Jerusalem which 
meant possible death (Acts 25:10), Paul may have gone to Pisidia partly because 
there were large estates that belonged to the family of Sergius Paulus. 
 
A lot of critics date the book of Acts as written in the 2nd century AD.  However, 
there is clear evidence of it being written in the 'eye-witness' period.  A 
discovery was made from cave 7 at Qumran of many fragments from the New 
Testament written before AD68, when the cave was sealed by the Romans.  The 
fragments included Acts as well as 1 Timothy, Mark, James, Romans and 2Peter. 
 
The book that gives the above details and a lot more is "The authenticity of the 
New Testament" by Dr Bill Cooper, which anyone can borrow from Robin ive. 
 
Robin Ive   
 

An interesting idea -- what do others think? 
 

 
From the editors ... 
As you will see from the Ordination photos towards the beginning of this issue, 
we now have a new minister! We are all delighted that Josh is here ministering 
to us, with Hannah and Isla, and we are grateful to God for his provision.  We 
are also grateful to God for each other and the way in which the whole 
congregation pulled together as one big team during the two years of pastoral 
vacancy.  Many folk have expressed their appreciation for this to us and so, on 
behalf of us all, we would like to extend grateful thanks to everyone for all that 
was done during that time.  The Elders and the Preachers (both visiting and 
those from our membership) deserve a special thank you.  Keith and Mary 
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Opening-up the access to the Gallery 
As reported to Church Meeting at the end of July, work on the gallery staircase 
at College Street will commence on Monday 1st October.  For the ensuing four 
weeks an area comprising part of the vestibule, the stairway and the sink and 
toilet areas and, effectively, the entire gallery area will be a building site and 
totally out of bounds. It will be secured on Day One.  If the contractors work to 
their current timetable, it means that we shall be in (slight) chaos for only three 
Sundays.  The nature of the building contract is that the builders accept 
instructions only from our architects, and it is not for any Church member to 
challenge or question them. As things stand, I am the point of contact for the 
Church if the Builders, Agincourt Contractors Ltd, have any queries. 
We shall have, after Harvest is over, therefore to clear the site of all its current 
loose contents although I suspect that what is in the cupboard by the Butler sink 
can remain if the cupboard is sealed up. However, effectively everything on the 
ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǘƛōǳƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ 
Peter Jolly 

 

For the duration of these works, the AV team will be unable to access the AV 
desk in the gallery.    It is hoped that the sound system will still operate, but 
there will be no visuals.  Apologies for the inconvenience this may cause. 
Keith Evans 

 
 

 

Books of the Bible  
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the 
word of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  

This month we are focusing on  ...  Jeremiah 
 
¶ What type of book is it?  The writings of a prophet 

¶ Who wrote it?  Jeremiah 

¶ When was it written?  during Jeremiah's ministry (627-586BC)  
 
Jeremiah ministered during the reigns of Judah's last 5 kings and it was during 
this time that the nation was heading towards destruction.  His messages to the 
people were to confront them with their sins and to warn them of the 
consequences of not repenting and turning back to God.  This makes for gloomy 
reading but despite the fact that the people do not heed his warnings, Jeremiah 
continued to be faithful to God and to proclaim His word.  Jeremiah lived to see 
a number of his prophecies fulfilled including the fall of Jerusalem. 
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For our younger readers ...  
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Vineyard Wordsearch 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sudoku 
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Coming up 
2019 dates to save 

 
Ministers Refresher Course 
Monday 18thτFriday 22nd March 
 
URC/Methodist LEP Conference 
for Ministers and Church Leaders (with Wesley House) 
Thursday 6th τ Saturday 8th June 
 
Eldership on the Frontline 
Friday 5th - Sunday 7th July 
 
Living the Life of Jesus through our Worship 
Monday 12th - Wednesday 14th August, Friday 13th - Sunday 15th September 
 
Blue Planet ς Blue God (with The Faraday Institute & 
Wesley House) 
Wednesday 11th - Friday 13th September 
 
Draw Breath and Reflect upon...(all dates to be confirmed) 
Saturday 30th March 
Saturday 10th August 
Saturday 2nd November 
 
Iƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦΧ 
The opportunity to enjoy space and time, to think, read, write and talk. Dates to 
suit you. 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ. We 
have a number of different accommodation options and room types suitable 
for a single night through to a full term. URC members are welcome to join us 
at any time throughout the year, call us on 01223 330630 (please tell us you are 
part of the URC). 
More information about our courses can be found on our website: 
https://www.westminster.cam.ac.uk/rcl/study-sabbaticals/church-events 
or by phoning 01223 330632 
 


