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Why Easter will never go away

How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men don't rise, so wt
believe that this particular dead am did rise?

At the end of St Luke's Gospel we read that: "they still did not believe it becaus
of joy and amazement" (Luke 24.4). This is highly significant. The Gospels do 1
show us a group of disciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. After the
crucifixion, they were in hiding, frightened and scattered. Then suddenly, they
came out of hiding and were totally different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they
were confident, with one firm message: "You crucified Jesus, but God raised hi
up!”

How didthey know this? Because of direct personal experience. Some of then
had visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. Others claimed to have seen ar
touched the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People can hallucinate i
groups- when taking drugs, for exaple. But, of course each one will see a
different hallucination. But the disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the
same person. Jesus.

Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps th
wanted to rescue His good nameo #id they pretend they had seen Him?
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the
authorities. They were beaten and imprisoned and some of them killed. Peopl
will die for ideas and causes which they believe in passidpaBut not for
things they have made up. We might suffer for our convictions, we will not
suffer for our inventions.

What about the 'swoon' theory? That Jesus didn't die on the cross, despite
terrible wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and then escapect disciples
nursed Him back to health. But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dea
and there was the guard on the tomb. Also, the events which followed simply
don't fit. If the disciples had been hiding Jesus, they would have kept very low
key, and out othe way, so that the authorities did not come after Him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the deduch is exactly
what they did preach would have been a lie. Beatings and threat of death
would soon have loosened their tongudaventions crumble under pressure;
convictions hold fast.

Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: Jesus' continuin
impact. Thousands and soon millions of people in every generation since ha\
shared an inescapable sense of being ‘accammgd’ through life. Though
unseen, they identify this presence as the Risen Lord.
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Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle and fitful. Sometimes it
dramatic and lifechanging. This reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is no
just an interesting historical puzzle. It is a vital, present day reality. It bring:
wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central Christian truths: death is dead
Jesus is alive; God is love.

The road to Emmausone of the
best short stories in thewvorld

The story of the two disciples walking tHg
road between Jerusalem and Emmaus g
the first Easter day is 'one of the immort s
short stories of the world' (W. Barclay§
Their encounter with the risen Christ V
also a model for how we can meet himaur lives. (You can find the story in
Luke 24: 1335)

Hearts Opened. The disciples displayed ‘downcast' faces (17), as their hea
were preoccupied with grief. They felt let down by God, as well as bewildered b
all they had heard. No doubt their emotie prevented them from recognising
Jesus walking with them, even though their hearts burned within them. Despite
our feelings, Jesus is still with us in situations of loss or desolation, as well ;
when we feel let down by God or other people.

Minds Opend. Although this pair knew the Scriptures, they didn't understand
what they said about the Christ. Therefore, Jesus opened their minds to mak
sense of the events they were experiencing. The Holy Spirit also brings Goc
word alive for us, as He challengas preconceptions about Jesus.

Eyes Opened The couple only recognised Jesus when He broke the bread as t
ate together. The turning point came when they invited Jesus into their home
and allowed Him to take charge. If we are to recognise Jesus'eseith us,

we need to open our lives to Him. What part does Holy Communion play in this’

Open eyes, minds and hearts will lead to open mouths. Having discovered Jes!
the disciples can't keep the news to themselves. The Christian message is ne\
truly ours until we have opened our mouths and shared it with others!
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Secretary s

Hello everyone,

| am writing this about 6 hours before leaving for the airport for a much needed
¥FS6 RIea lgleH {2 LQY I'FNIXAR (KAA ¢
Preparations ardJN2 OSSRAY 3 F2NJ G§KS 2NRAYLIF UA:;
YAYAAUSNI W2aK ¢K2Ylad LQY &adaNB ez2d
Messenger. Preparation for the service will take place on Friday Juhe®#

you are able to lend a hand that day pseacome and see me and we will get
things organised! The ordination service will be at 2.30pm on Saturdiy 30
June. Josh will take an All Age Worship on Sunday Jlip the morning and
there will be evening communion that day too.

From Easter Sundayhwards there will only be gluten free bread at communion
services. This was a decision taken to avoid the situation of gluten free not beir
available for those that need it.

You might notice the lack of one of the banners in the sanctuary at Liss at son
point in the future. 2 very kind people have offered to clean the banners made
many years ago by JFC!

No new dates that need notifying at the moment.

God bless you alCarol (Tubbs)

— :_'__:__,,"f i e =

22YSyQa 22NI R "Svareh2@1 t NJ & SNJ H

There were just 2bf us in the vast interior o5t.t S i €N to enjoy a
thought provoking service prepared by the women of Suriname. The theme wa
WIf{f D2RQ&a / NBlFGAZ2Y A&a OSNBR D22RQ |
0KS 62NIR FyR G 1S aresoustés. TY Nubtded $hig, soma ¢
of the readers were called upon to rip open packaging and parcels and thro
the wrappings on the ground in front of the altar, showing how just a few items
of litter soon make a horrid and dangerous mess.

Such an appropate and well presented topic deserved a larger congregation
but the weather conditions were really treacherous and prevented many people
from attending.

Valerie Hart
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A Message from Josh Thomas, our prospective new minister ...

Throughout the Bile there are countless stories of people having to wait, The
Israelites wandered the desert aimlessly for years and years before coming t
the promised land. Crowds waited patiently for Jesus to hear him speak and se
him heal the sick. Waiting, howevet,&d &2 YSUKAY 3 LQY y 2
al e LI GASYOS A& || @GANLdzS o6dzi AdGQa 2

Since we came to Petersfield back in November and you called me to come al
serve as your minister, | have been focused on finishing up my placement ye:
with the Free Church in St. Ives and its sister church, Fenstanton Unite
Reformed Church. | have been enjoying the opportunities to learn from the
experience but also wondering what life and ministry will look like when we
finish up this chapter of our les in Cambridge and we move down to

| F YLIAKANBE AY WdzySo LGIQa || TFdzyye LI |

Wdza i NBOSyiafte L KIFEgS 06SSy NdzyyAy3d |
OGSNEBUKAYIAQ AG ASSYSR Fy | LILINE LINR | |
Cambridge and th films significant connection to the city. A lot of the focus has
been on the strange nature of time as this is what Stephen Hawking wrote hi
PHD on. | remember starting my time at Westminster College and on one of th
first days, going to collect my gang permit. | had to give my course end date
2018 and | remarked to the lady on reception that this felt a very long time
away. And yet here we are, | did what one of my tutors told me not to do at the
start of my training, | blinked, and the time wasng! It is funny how time goes;
some aspects of our lives seem to go racing by whereas others seem to feel li
they last forever.

In this last few months in Cambridge whilst being on placement, | am lookin
forward to learning as much as | can from nopervisor. The town and village
church setup up here remind me very much of the churches in Petersfield an
Liss and so | hope there are things | have learnt over the past months that w
assist me in making the transition come June. | have no doubt #hal time

will go racing by and our lives will soon become full of packing boxes and cha
but until then the aim is to just simply enjoy this strange moment of now and
not yet, knowing that God blesses us in the moments of waiting and equips us t
servehis purposes in the places he calls us. Blessings to each one of you and
look forward to joining you in June.

Yours in Christ Josh
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A message from Emsworth ...

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw Him, they worshipped Him; but some
doubted. Matthew Chapter 28 verse 16 and 17

The Bible is full of comforting verses. Eleven disciples went to the mountai
where Jesus had told them to go after the earth shattering eventhaif first
Easter. All eleven were eye witnesses of all that had taken place yet somr
doubted. Some doubted! Who doubted? Certainly not Thomas at this stage wh
KFR Ff NSFReé NXO23yAaSR WwSadza | a aa
doubted? We do noknow but what a comfort that even some of the closest
friends of Jesus, who were with Him right to the very end could still doubt His
divine nature. There is hope for me when doubts creep into my life. Some
doubted but they all worshipped Him.

Lookingbat 2 @SNJ G§KS fl ad Gv2 SRAGAZ2YE 2
the tinge of seHpity. Blow did seem to follow blow and at one stage | felt you
O2dzZt RY Qi YIS dzZLJ ¢KIFG gl a 3IF2Ay3I 2y
the first chapter of the Book afob. What was happening to us was absolutely
nothing compared with what happened to Job, but the one disaster on top of
the other certainly seemed familiar. What did Job do when the final blow of
learning that all his children had been killed? He got od tore his robe and
shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship. | have been to man
| KdzZNOK |yR 9f RSNRa YSSiAy3da gKSy 2
discussed and all our focus seemed to be on that problem, we did not seem t
come togethe to worship. When we do is it always for the right reasons? | love
GKAa SEGNI OG FTNBY G9OSNERIFE gAlK WS
story is told of an occasion when Christmas Evans, the great Welsh preacher o
past century, was due to pach at a certain Church. Prior to the service the
Church was packed with people eager to hear him. As the service was about
begin, it was announced that Christmas Evans was unable to keep th
engagement and a lesseknown preacher would take his pkacPeople began
02 aK2g airdaya 2F €SIFGAy3I dzyGAaft (GKS
worship Christmas Evans may leave. All those who have come to worship G
YIe adledé bz 2yS STOPE

| remember (with shame) the first sermon | ever preached. ldhrly sixties,
the better attended service at Bush Hill Park Congregational Church was the
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6.30 evening service. My friend Stan and | were to take this particular Servic
GKSNE 6S KIR & 2dz2NJ GSEU dahyS amya
NEftS ¢l a&a G2 SYLKFIEairasS GKFKG G2 0S F
LINE RdzOSR | LJ2aidSN) GdKId KFEFR +Fa | OF I
The answer obviously UR (You Are!) | pretty much said that unless you are doi
things for Christ yowannot really be called a Christian. | wish | had read Micah
Chapter 6 before thatiitF I 1 SR { SNX2y® LYy OSNBRS a.
O02YS 0ST2NB GKS [2NR YR 02¢ R2g6Yy 0
act justly and to love mercy and to welkdzY o f € GA G K &2 dzNJ D
want this list of all the wonderful things we have been doing in His name whel
we come to worship. He just wants us to walk humbly with Him. God loves us &
passionately and all He ever wants from us is for us to be Mith. To praise
and worship Him and to love Him poor though that love might be.

Before we agonise over this problem or that. Before we fly off on some projec
0SOlIdzaS 6S Ydzad a52 az2YSUKAy3IE . ST;
Before we wallow in seLIAGé d 2 K& R2y QO ¢S 2dzai
LINY¥ A4S YR IR2NI A2y P 2Keé R2y Qi oS
Peter had just for a few steps walked on water. But when he saw the waves ar
heard the wind his faith faltered. Jesus was on hemg8ave him and they both
Of F YOSNBR o6l 01 Ayil2 OGUKS o02Fd Ay TN
R2gy®d ¢KSYy (0K2aS Ay (GKS o02Fd 62NBAKA
D2 Rdé

Doing things for Christ is important. Truly worshipping Hinmfare so.

Love,

Alan

Then the eleven disciples ©
went to Galilee, to the =

mountain where Jesus had™
told them to go. When they
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A message from Julie

The year is marching on, and it is definitely time to make pl ;
for the summer holidays. | am very pleased to announce tg
the Holiday at Home booking office is now open! The holi&]
this year is arranged for the 3 days of Augusf-2@™ inclusive. It is exciting to
be going through this process for the third year. Each time we try to learn fron
the previous year, taking on board your comments and suggestions, so | al
hopeful thattth & &SI NQR&a K2t ARIFI& gAfft o06S |
all concerned.

Our planning meeting on*1March was unfortunately postponed due to the
snow, so the details are not yet firmly fixed, but | can promise that there will a
variety of activities opportunities to socialise, lots of good food and
entertainment every afternoon. The Holiday at Home team will be getting
together well before this edition of the Messenger goes to print, so | should be
able to share more information at the church meegfim March. | am thrilled
that the funding application to our local councillor, James Abdey, has beel
successful, so we are able to keep the charge for the three days to only £1!
Posters promoting Holiday at Home will be going up very soon, and akthsua
event will be open to older people from other churches or no church, so pleas:
let me know if you would like to book a place.

| have always been very interested in traditions; | feel that they provide a lini
between the present and the past, andathsomehow we remain connected to
previous generations as we commemorate special days or follow old custom:
even though we may not be quite sure about the history behind them. | enjoy
delving into the stories, so that | understand more about the peoplk @ents

in our history that shape so much of our lives today. Last month | wrote about S
5 9ARQa 5Fésx a2 AG FSSta NAIKG GK
YSYGA2YSR (GKAEA Y2y iK® { §"sp8i2heHsBeqr@mt 5
heistltdZAKG (G2 KIS RASR AY ono | ®5@
receiving a little more awareness over recent years, thanks to organisations lik
English Heritage, but many people know little about the man himself. It is
generally thought that he killed dragon, but this legend is pure fiction, and is
thought to have originated in the 20 Sy (i dzNB = OSy (i dzNR S &
The dragon is widely assumed to represent Satan.

St George was actually born in Turkey, not England, in 270 A.D. He and
parents were Christian, and George joined the Roman army when he was ]
years old. George was a brave soldier, and he rose to high rank. He truly
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demonstrated his bravery when he pleaded with the Roman emperor Diocletiar
to stop his persecution foChristians. In response Diocletian horribly tortured
George to try to force him to deny his Christian faith, but George refused
George was beheaded in Lydda in at the age of 33. He replaced St Edmund 1
al NIéNJ Fa 9y3afl yRIzey lHANBABY ERBNY G nAY
Day was a feast day and a national holiday, as significant as Christm,
celebrations, but by the end of the $&entury the celebrations had become
much more low] S & ® {0 DS2NHS Aa y20 asyf e
the Patron Saint of Aragon, Catalonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Lithuan
Palestine, Portugal, and Russia, as well as being the Patron Saint of the Scao
YR 20KSNJ 2NBI yAal GA 2y dhe SantGkosgeldgend dzi
setsa goodexampleof faith, courageand perseverancdor future generations ¥
Now that | know more of what it represents,| am surel will think of more than
justadragonnexttime | seethe flagof StGeorge.

In His and your servicdulie Pejnovic

_— -

TREBOOKS

Books of the Bible

This is a series outlining all the books of the Bil
the word of God, which is central to our Christi
faith. This month we are focussing on ...

Proverbs

1 What type of book is it? A Poetry book
1 Who wrote it? Solomon, Agur, Lemuel
1 When was it written? from about970BC

Proverbs is a book of wise sayings, written mostly by Solomon, who was know
for his Godgiven wisdom. These give practical advice on a wide range of topic:
and are ovefridden with the desire for the reader tknow God and seek His
wisdom. Althoughwritten about 2,000 years ago, these sayings still give much
practical and helpful advice today concerning how to live according to godl
wisdom. This book is welorth reading to gainguidance in our lives and
priorities today.
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Billy Graham- godly man with a simple message

Billy Graham, the renowned American evangel
was remembered with great fondness by Christie
the world over when news of his death w
announced on Wednesday 21st February. died
peacefully in his sleep, aged 99.

Billy Graham leaves a unique legacy: he preached to

more people in live audiences than anyone else in histowarly 215 million of
them, in 185 countries and territories. Hundreds of millions more were reachec
through television, video, film and webcasts.

Born William Franklin Graham on 7th November 1918, four days before the
Armistice ended World War 1, Billy Graham was reared on a dairy farm i
Charlotte, N.C. He grew up during the Depression, working hard etatnily
farm. In late 1934, when he was 15, Billy Graham was converted to Christianit
through the ministry of Mordecai Ham, a travelling evangelist, who visited
Charlotte for a series of revival meetings. He was ordained in 1939 by Peni
Baptist Churclin Palatka, Fla. (a church in the Southern Baptist Convention) an
studied at Florida Bible Institute (now Trinity College of Florida) and Wheatot
College lllinois, before going into the ministry. He also married a fellow student
Ruth McCue Bell, daughtef a missionary surgeon to China.

Billy Graham's gift of evangelistic preaching was evident early on, but it was th
1949 Los Angeles Crusade which vaulted him into the public eye. He astonish
the churches and people of Los Angeles by drawing 35(0800Ile over eight
weeks, and leading 3,000 of them to make decisions for Christ. In the nearly ¢
years of ministry that followed, Billy Graham preached the gospel in nearl
every corner of the world. His last 'crusade' was at Flushing Meadow in Ne\
York n 2005. Many Christians in the UK can trace their own faith in God back tc
Billy Graham's crusade to Harringay in 1954, or Earls Court in 1966 or 1967, or
Mission England, in 1984, as well as other, shorter visits. Hundreds of men we
for ordination kecause of his preaching.

Billy Graham's son, Franklin, writes: 'My father's journey of faith on earth ha:
ended. He has been reunited with my mother and has stepped into the eterna
joy of Heaven in the presence of his Saviour, in whom he placed his hope.
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Petersfield Rota\pril 2018

Sunday April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 | April 29
Stewards | Maureen Gilbert| Janet Mandy Sylvia | Ron Wing
& Doreen Lewis| Clemmy, Martin & | Bressey & &
(am) & David Kitty Gwen | volunteer
Peter Cranépm) Darling | Rohrbach Peake | needed
Welcomer | Grace Fountain| Val Hart| Catherine Janet Steve
Adams Adams Glenn
Elder Carolyn Barton | Tony Peter Jolly | Carolyn | Catherine
Phillips Barton Adams
Communion| Carolyn Barton & Peter Jolly &
Servers Peter Jolly Wendy
Cassar
AV David Darling | Carolyn| John Lewis|, Keith David
Barton Evans Darling
Flowers Easter Peter &
Dee
Crane

Birthday greetingsare sent to all those who celebrate their birthdaysAipril
including

April 3 Jenny Herridge b ¥ s
April5  Jean Colvin 5 oo P y,\u
April 25 Merle Hickman Ri \.; 2 !

April 27  Wayne Port :

Leprosy Mssion coming to Tea on the Tiece!

A speaker from thd_eprosy Missiomwill be coming to Ea on the Terrace on
Friday 13 April. Everyone is welcome to attend, even if you have never been 1
Tea on the Terracbefore. The afternoon will start at 2.30 pm with the talk
which will be followed by tea and cake. If you read the article on ddge this
edition of the Messenger, and would like to know more about the work of the

Leprosy Mission, this is an opporitynto do just that.
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Petersfield Church CalendarApril 2018

Easter 1| 11lam Alan Jones
Sunday Holy Communion
There will be no Evening Service
Tuesday | 3 | 7.30pm | Elders' Meeting CFC
Saturday | 7 8 am | Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn
Suinday | 8 | 11 am Ron Wing
Monday | 9 | 8 pm | Prayer Time CFC
Tuesday | 10| 7.30 pm| Women's Fellowship CFC
Wednesday 11| 7.15 pm | Home Fellowship Group Cremorne
Place
Thursday | 12| 8 pm | Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes
Way
Friday |13 2.30 pm| Tea on the Terrace CFC
Sunday |15/ 11 am Alan Jones
Holy Communion
Monday |16| 1pm | Ladies Bible Study CFC
Tuesday | 17| 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC
2 pm | Connie's Handicraft Group CFC
Friday |20| 10 am | Friday Fellowship CFC
Sunday |22 11 am Alan Jones and team
Monday |23| 1pm | Ladies Bible Study CFC
8 pm | Prayer Time CFC
Tuesday 24 9.30 am| Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC
Wednesday 25| 2 pm | Bible Study Group CFC
7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group Cremorne
Place
Thursday | 26/ 8 pm | Home Fellowship Group 9 BowenLane
8 pm | Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes
Way
Sunday |29 11am Geoffrey Paffett (Methodist)
Monday | 30| 1pm |Ladies Bible Study CFC




Page B

LissChurch Calendar April 2018

Sunday | 1 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss
Monday | 2 | 7.00pm | Forward in Faith Church
Wednesday 4 | 10 am &| NCT Meeting Church & Church Ha
1.30 pm
6 pm | Liss Band
Saturday | 7 8 am | Menunited Men's Hurst Barn
Breakfast
Sunday | 8 | 9.30 am Morning Worship Ron Wing
Monday | 9 | 7.00 pm| Forward in Faith Church
Wednesay 11| 10 am & NCT Meeting Church & Church Ha
1.30 pm
6 pm | Liss Band
Saturday 14| 8.30 am | LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised
Sunday |15 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss
Monday |16 9.30 am Little Fishes Church & Church Ha
7.00 pm | Forwardin Faith Church
Tuesday | 17| 9.30 am| Fiddlesticks Church Hall
Wednesday 18 10 am &| NCT Meeting Church & Church Ha
1.30 pm
6 pm | Liss Band
Sunday | 22| 9.30 am Morning Worship To be advised
Monday | 23| 9.30 am  Little Fishes Church & Church Ha
7.00pm | Forward in Faith Church
Tuesday 24| 9.30 am | Fiddlesticks Church Hall
Wednesday 25 10 am &| NCT Meeting Church & Church Ha
1.30 pm
6 pm | Liss Band
Sunday | 29 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss
Monday |30 9.30 am Little Fishes Church & ChurcHiall

7.00 pm

Forward in Faith

Church
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N\'lSSiOII NEWS

For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information and
prayer updates, please send these to the edamo that they can be included

W, SAYy3 | g2YFYy AY | 1
The lieprosy r]uge challenges, but life for a Ieprosz;ﬁ(icted
@Mission 62YLY Ay F LI22NI VIEGAZY
EnglandandWales | eprosy Mission staff have extended their outreach
work in a bid to get women to seeadarly diagnosis and
treatment for the ancient disease before they develop terrible disabilities,
including blindness.The renewed effort to reach marginalised women in ultra
poor communities across Asia and Africa follows the publication of new researc
by The Leprosy Mission England and Wales highlighting the reasons why e
women are diagnosed with leprosy than men each year. There is no medic
evidence to suggest that men are more susceptible to the mifdbctious and
completely curable disease.

Latest data from the World Health Organisation reveals that just 39% of thost
diagnosed and treated with leprosy globally in 2016 (84,202 out of a total o
214,783 cases) were women. This means a greater number of women are riskil
developing devastatingreversible disabilities, including blindness, as a result of
leprosycaused nerve damage.

Devastatingly marriage is the only economic security many women in countrie
where leprosy continues to thrive have, uplifting their social status. They are
often left ashamed and destitute when their husband leaves following a leprosy
RAIFI3Iy2aAia | a ¢ & LikeStudyHdian wSrkeh)S36ataS yed
husband and their tweyearold daughter lived with her mothein-law. But after
she was diagnosed with leprasy DS S (i | Ghdaw peaded BitNher son to
divorce Geeta because the shame of having leprosy wasesd in their village.
The communitybelieved Geeta was cursed and she wdguled.Her husband
bowed down to pressure and left Geeta and theiudhter destitute with no
way of surviving.Thankfully Leprosy Mission staff found Geeta when she was a
her lowest ebb and she was offered tailoring training so that she could suppor
herself and her daughter.
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Thecommunity awareness programragiow have a high emphasis on targeting
women and children so that they know the early signs and symptoms of lepros
and, crucially, their right to healthWe also examine the family members of
those diagnosed with leprosy so we can
early diagnose womenna girls left atfi "=
home who are less likely to come forwagk ™
for treatment. The Leprosy Mission al
advocates to overturn outdated laws in
bid to protect women. For example,
India leprosy remains legally a cause 1
divorce, absurd for a mildipfectious T
YR SYGdANKSt & NS (PbotoSRuth Tawelll Phofography

— e

Would you be hungry if you had walked 250 miles?
How far do you walk each day? 15 minutes to and from work or the bus stop? A
a parent how far do you ask yoahild to walk?

For families now fleeing South Sudan for Uganda, the distance is very differer
they have a 25@nile trip on foot, taking with them only what they can carry.
That is like walking from London to the Isle of Man. And when they arrivg, the
are given only a bag of rice, some very basic supplies to make a shelter, anc
plot of land which they are to farm. Provisions are given out only monthly. How
long would you last in that situation?

This is why Feed the Hungry are running a desperatggded feeding
programme in Uganda, and the good news is that it takes only £24 to provid
meals for six children for a month.Feed the Hungry is a wekspected and
established charity which has already delivered more than £200 millions of relie
supples to people in over 92 nations worldwide. They work closely with
government agencies and local pastors and churches to ensure that the foo
reaches those who need it most. Currently, more than 150,000 children are
being fed by the charity's 'Every Chikelsery Day' programme. If you would like
to help, please visit:

https://feedthehungry.org.uk/
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For our younger readers ...

Pible

Pagel6

A short story from the Bible

WhenJesus reached Jerusalem he went to

It can be read. (nthe Bible in
ME2L:M2-16 , Mk [[:15-18, Lk [9: (.58

the Temple, built as a place where evelyone
could worship God, but with restrictions...

Restrictions

£lan gt Tompls |

thewr m

Visctors had to change | [They had tobuy
special ancmals

oney to shekels

200m ———

every one

to sacrufice...

and the stalls fulled the only place that
non-Jews could come to worsnup God

yet more
stalls

stauls

The chief priests| |put it made
had no problem | |TJesus very
weth this ... [

S0 he drove them out |

P,

“This should be a place of prayer but

you have made it tnto a den of thieves * 2/:*"

~ -J‘!I//p

Teremiah 7:1l

<IN But the

He ts upsetting )(We must have) _{ crowds love
everythung. 7 him ketled JHE him-we must
o) do it secretly

-
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JESUS IS ALIVE!
After Jesus had been raised from the dead He met
Mary and Mary Magdalene “Greetings,” He said,
“Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go
to Galillee. They will see me there.”

When the disciples met Jesus in Galillee He
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in
the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you.
And remember | am with you

always, to the end of the age.”

Read the account of Jesus’
resurrection in Matthew 28:1-20

EASTERT

ANGELTELL Y

/ MRDRAISEDG)
BAFHEAVENAEEG
AKELEVENOYSSA
PEARTHQUAKEUL
TSRDI SCIPLESII
"IMOUNTAINOIJTL
SQLJGUARDSOOE -
EALLSGOMARYNE
TEACHHAWAGE
' .DTOMBAQNNS .
 WORSHIP cho

Can you find these words from the story in the word search above?  EASTER « DAWN
DAY « MARY « TOMB * EARTHQUAKE * ANGEL * HEAVEN « ROLLED « STONE * GUARDS
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Crossword
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faith (8)

9 In the distant past (Jeremia
2:20) (4,3)

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5
11 Where Moses was
confronted with the burning
bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)

12 Hair colour indicative of
skin infection (Leviticus 13:30)

(6)
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Mn WEKS Gg2NNRARSE 2FTF obk X & KE OKZ 1ISYR GEK
(Matthew 13:22) (13)

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)

Md 2 KFG WSadzi 6N LIIJISR NRdzyR KA& 41 A
13:4) (5)

22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)

24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)

Hp D2t Al 0 KQa OISt t NwHS Aly2 (KIS +lrd NIS®
0KS Nlyla 2F LaNIStHQ o6m {I YdzsSt wmMTY

Down

M WL gAff 06S02YS IYyINRTHFRIRI ODKS ¥ NP
(Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)

2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, HoseahiViaral so on (5)

r We¢KSe Olyy20 aSS 1KS$ ,whs 3tKaimagerof (i K
D2RQ 6H [/ 2NAYUGKAIFIYA nYnOo OpZIHZIcO

p Ly FYAYFEQ&a AYOGSNYylrt SRAOfS LI NI
6 Popular 20tkcentury religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, whicdabe a

1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4)

T T | KAff OFlyy20 0S KARRSYQ o6al i
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezr
10:28) (6)

13 Old Testament hymsinging (8)

Mp W! YR h g KIlightflothypuredl2 Nz 2F0 RS 61 0

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
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(Romans 8:39) (4)

Answers on padgs3

From the editors ...

Welcome to the April edition of the Messenger. Although you may well be
reading this over the Easter season, this issue focuses motigecappearances

of Jesusafter the resurrection. Asver, our grateful thanks go to all our
contributors, including what we hope is the first of many articles from our new
minister-to be, Josh ThomasKeith and Mary
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News from the United Reformed Church Ur;ited
Reformed

NEWS AND ITEMS FROM TMBRCHEDITION OF Church

'SHARE THE VISIGNNIHE WESSEX SYNOD NEWSLETTER

URC Holiday Forum18-24 August 2018

URC Holiday Forum celebrates 25 years of life this year with Lawrence Moo
leading us on 'The Jesus Shaped Churchission and discipleship versus
survivalism.' Stating on Saturday 18th to Friday 24th August areat
Swanwick as usual for a week of fdiaith and fellowship. The cost of £480.00
includes all meals and activities, children are subsidised. This year we will |
running a small coach from Reading and thill be free. Yes, it will be coming
back at the end of the week. All ages are welcome and there are facilities for th
disabled on the site. View our web siteurcholidayforum on Facebook and
twitter. Or e-mail chair@urchoidayform.org.ukf you are interested in the
coach email Colin Fergusoalindf@btinternet.conor ring 0118 9482557.
There are plenty of single rooms as well as doubles and family rooms.

Introduction to Spiritual Direction course

The nextecumenicalntroduction to Spiritual DirectioQourserun by the
Spiritual Diection (SpiDir) Network for Berks, Bucks and Oxon that begins it
September 2018, and finishes in June 2019. For further information please se
the website:http://soulfriend.org.uk/ or email Sue Sheppy, who is onéthe
course tutorssusan.sheppy@btinternet.com Participants from counties
bordering on our area are welcome to apply.

Area Gatheringg September dates

Area Date Venue
North East Wednesday 12th

Saith West Thursday 13th Parkstone
South East Tuesday 18th Totton
North West Wednesday 19th

6.30pm for 7pm starg finish by 9.15pm

Topic: Find out what happened at General Assembly

Lay Presidency at the Sacraments: communion and bapt&murday 14 Jy
2018 at Skinner Street UR®oole, BH15 1RQ. 10&m@pm. Training for those
designated by their local church and authorised to serve in this way


https://cas.messageexchange.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=1bwYPoQOn2iyU0kzriALkcWsOxWfTRRcAW-5nWwkZEjvVoBgTnjVCA..&URL=mailto%3achair%40urchoidayform.org.uk
mailto:colindf@btinternet.com
http://soulfriend.org.uk/
mailto:susan.sheppy@btinternet.com
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Mental Health Awareness Dagy Reducing Stigma, Resourcing the Church
Following the success tfe recent Mental Health Awareness Day in the SW, the
day is being repeated in the northern part of the synod with workshops and
market place resources. Please book your place and workshop choices
advance.Saturday 28 April 2018 at Woking URC. 10adpm.

Synod Quiet Days for all

Saturday 19 May 2018 0 2 AaR2Y | 2dzaSX w2YasSe
preparing for Pentecost To be led by Clare Downing

Wednesday 26 September 2018 Aston Tirrold URC, To be led by Andrew
2 At EALFYEA ¢CKSYSE ®qA G\BENNAAQRATFS Ay | ff

Safeguarding Training

Training isfor all those working with children, young people and vulnerable
adults, and also important for Ministers and Elders.

Saturday 26 May 2018 at Andover URGam¢ 4pm.

Saturday 9 June 2018 at Windsor URGam¢ 4pm

| KAt RNBYyQa 51 &a

These new look events are being developed to explore the Assembly theme
Pilgrimage. For ages & 13 years. Save the dates and watch out for further
details.

| KAt RNBYQ®#. Bl ® Ko p2add K@y Q { I 0dzZNRI & H
Childre/ Q& RI &! ROBSNIGMKQL { | G dzZNRIF&@ M 5S0OSYo

Wessex Summer Camp

Date: 13¢ 15 July 2018

Venue: Ferny Crofts Activity Centre in the New Forest.

Age: 11+ years.

Theme: Re:connect

A fantastic youth camp giving space to learn more about the @hrifaith, who
Jesus is, and explore how this impacts us and where we fit in

April Prayer Calendar

1 Trinity Church Totton, Banbury: St Francis, Bournemouth: East Cl
8 Worplesdon, Wareham

15 Fovant, Reading: Lower Earley, Liss

22 Southampton: Isaa@/atts Memorial, Weymouth: Hope

29 Hythe: Cornerstone, Longham, Medstead
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Petersfield Area Churches Together (PACT)

ltems from theMarch PACT Newsletter

2 2YSyQa -&auiddyOX April from 10amnoon (Herne Farm Leisure
Centre): If you can, please let us know if you are planning to come
women@sheet.church 01730 302695

Gathering for those who have been bereaved; every first Tuesday of the
month - Tuesday, 3 April, 2.304pm (United Reformed Church Hallfiendly

and informal gathang with a cup of tea and homemade cake for people who
have been bereaved. Contact Lesina Ashfield 07709576907

PACT prayer for Petersfield on 1st Thursday of every monffhursday, 5
April, 2pm-3.15pm (43 Lower Wardown)Contact Linda on 01730 262 820
07872 407 403

aSyQa o NJaturday, [ &pril, 810am (Hurst Barn)toffee/tea followed

by a full cooked breakfast, discussion and praRRSVmRurstbarn@aol.com

Cafe Church; 2nd Sunday of the month Surday, 8" April, 57pm (Costa
Coffee- upstairs)A place to discuss big issues, values and beliefs. None of us hi
the whole truth, so we share what we have. Come prepared to examine
Christian and other viewpoints, in a relaxed atmosphere, with honestyd goo
humour and respect.Join us for an informal quiz, followed by a couple of short
talks or presentations, and then a chance to talk through the topic of choice i
small groups. All this while sharing great coffee.

Reveal Meetingg creating space to exple and discover community with God
Wednesdays, from 8pm (Winton House)Jhey meet weekly for soup, pastries,
chat, music and time for reflection. They want to provide a friendly place in
which to ask questions and explore answers together. Contact: 030B0L26

or checkwww.reveal.org.uk

Christian Arts Group If you would like to join the group, contact Belinda on
01730 267 471 or-eail belindashaw44@gmail.com

Spitual food for thought - a ¢ KS 3ISydzAiyS SEOf dzAA @
revelation of God lies here. No one can have an adequate view of the heart and
purposes of the God of the universe who does not understand that he permitted

his son to die on the cross to reach out to all people, even people who hated
KAY®DPD . dzi OGKAA A& y20 2dz&ad I aNAR3IK
looking at me from the cross with compassion and providing for me, with never-
failing readiness to take my hand to walk on through life, wherever | may find
YeaStFT 4 GKS GAYS®E

(Dallas Willard)



mailto:Hurstbarn@aol.com
http://www.reveal.org.uk/
mailto:belindashaw44@gmail.com
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Lectionary Bible Readings fépril

April 1 |Acts 10:3443; Isaiah 25:8; Psalm 118:2, 1424; 1 Corinthians
5:1-11; John 20:118; Mark 16:18

April 8  |Acts 4:3235; Psalm 1331 John 1:12:2; John 2019-31; Luke 24:1349

April 15 |Acts 3:1219; Psalm 41 John 3:17; Luke 24:36118

April 22 | Acts 4:512, Psalm 231 John 3:1&4; John 10:1118

April 29  |Acts 8:2640; Psalm 22:25831; 1 John 4:721; John 15:18

— —— - — —— —

The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views
of Petersfield UR@nd St Paul's URC, Liss leaderships.

f— -~ = p—

Important - Sensitive issues
Now that the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that
all the content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if
there is anything at all thayou consider should be removed before publishing

on the website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.

—

Deadline fothe May Messenger iSundayl5 April 2018 Please-mail, post or
hand deliver articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & ylvans, 12 Geddes Way,
Petersfield GU31 4DJ tel 01730 23592 al
keithnmary@talktalk.net

Crossword answers

ACROSS:;, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 1
Deceitfulress. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Def

DOWN:1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 8,
Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.


mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=85
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=86
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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Church Contact Details

Church

Petersfield: College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss Hillbrow Road, Liss GU3
7PX

Church Office

Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9ari2noon
Tuesdays to Fridays

Development

Mrs Julie Pejnovic

Worker 01730 26645,
support@petersfieldurc.comn
Telephone Church Family Centre
01730 266475
Website www.petersfieldurc.com
E-mail admin@ petersfieldurc.com
Sunday Mornings at 11 am with Junio Mornings at 9.30am
Services Family Church and Créche| (usually2nd and 4th Sundays i
the month only but seeliss
calendar inside for full details
Evening Worship at 6.30pm No evening Services
(1stSunday in the month only,
Secretary Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,

4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Petersfield Unied Reformed Church Mission Statement

al a |
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worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ;

YR 02
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Printed at Petersfield hlted Reformed Church Office
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